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Sir,
Government of India and Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) have launched an Open
Source Drug Discovery (OSDD) programme, an initiative with a vision to provide affordable healthcare to the
developing world. It aims at providing a global platform where the best brains can collaborate and collectively
endeavor to solve the complex problems associated with discovering novel therapies for diseases especially for
Tuberculosis. The OSDD concept aims to synergize the power of genomics, computational technologies and
cheminformatics by participation of young and brilliant talent from Universities, colleges and industry for
addressing this serious curse.

Academy of Chemistry Teachers (ACT), a registered and recognized professional organization of
Chemistry Teachers of Colleges in Kerala, has been organizing workshops and seminars focusing on
introductory to advanced level of knowledge in computer aided drug design. The OSDD of CSIR has recently
agreed to form a consortium with ACT for organizing seminar series throughout the length and breadth of Kerala
with a view to reinforce the mission of OSDD.

As an initial step to this noble attempt, in collaboration with the Centre for Bioinformatics and
Department of Chemistry, University of Kerala, OSDD-ACT consortium is organizing a seminar on Open
Source Drug Discovery at the DBT-BIF Centre for Bioinformatics, University of Kerala on 12-08-2010 and
another~at Sree Buddha College of Engineering, Pattur, Alleppey on 13-08-2010. In September 2010, we
plan to organize similar seminars in Trichur and Kannur too.

The programme will be illuminating as eminent resource persons like,
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are presenting papers on the various aspects of drug discovery.

We welcome teachers, researchers and students of all institutions to actively participate in the
programme, and solicit your wholehearted co-operation for making it a grand success. Let us work hand-in-hand
to accomplish the lofty aim of OSDD.
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